




As an expression of high personal esteem and in recognition 
of her outstanding service to 

FIRST NATIONAL BANK & TRUST COMPANY IN ALTON 
WE, the Directors, Officers and Staff of the bank, present this 
token of appreciation to 
MISS EMMA M. GUENTHER 

It is presented with every good wish for her future welfare and 


happiness. 
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RESOLUTION AS ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 
FIRST NATIONAL BANK & TRUST COMPANY IN ALTON, 
ALTON, ILLINOIS, JUNE 3, 1958. 


A TRIBUTE TO MISS EMMA M. GUENTHER 


WHEREAS, in the forthcoming retirement, effective July 1, 1958, 
of Miss Emma M. Guenther, a staff member and officer of many 
years service to the First National Bank & Trust Company in 
Alton, Alton, Illinois, and its predecessor, the Citizens National 
Bank, Alton, Illinois, recognition is hereby given to a woman 
possessed of high ideals who, in a position of responsibility, has 
made an outstanding contribution to the growth and success of 
this bank and leaves behind an exemplary record of loyalty. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Board of Directors 
of the First National Bank & Trust Company in Alton, Alton, Illinois, 
does hereby note in its records this tribute to Miss Emma M. Guenther, 
and its sincere appreciation of the eminent services she has rendered 
to said bank, to its patrons, and to all associated with her, and 

Be it further 


RESOLVED, That, as a token of respect and gratitude, a copy of this 
resolution be presented to her. 
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January 13, 1953 


ORGANIZATI ON M SETING OF_ THE NEWLY_ELEGTE_D BOARD OF_DIRECTORS 

O' 


The organization meeting of the Directors elected at the annul meeting of the 
Shareholders on January 13, 1953 was held this day at 11: oo A. M. in the 
Board Room of the Bank with the following directors present; 


Joseph C. Aldous 
C. Dana Eastman 
R. H. Levis II 
Geo. A. McKinney 
M. F>. Milnor 


J . A . Jtyrie 
George M. Ryrie 
J. F. Schlafly, Jr. 
L. A. Schlafly 
H. A. Wuellner 


It was moved by M r . ^astman, and seconded by M r . Ryrie, that Mr. Joseph C. Aldous 
be elected Chairman and M. R. Milnor be named Secret iry of the meeting* All 
present voted "aye' 1 and Mr. A.dous called the meeting to order. 

The Deere .ry announced that the following p rsor.s had been elected Directors 
for the ensuing year, or until their successors are elected and qualified: 


O 


Joseph C. Aldous 
C. Dana Eastman 
R H. nevis II 
George a. McKinney 
. R. Milnor 
J. . Olin 
Spencer T. Olin 


Eoen Rodgers, Jr. 

J . A . r^rrie 
George . Ryrie 

L. / . Serially 

J. F. Schlafly, Jr. 

M. W. SwaLm 

H. A. Wuellner 


The Directors present then executed the Oath of Directors and were qualified 
to act* 


It was moved oy Mr. McKinney and seconded by Mr. Wuellner that the following 
per ons be designated and appointed officers of the bank until further action 
of the Board of Directors: 


Joseph C. Aldous, 

L. A. ochlafly 
J. A. ftyrie 

E. W. Joe sting 

M. R. Milnor 
Emma M. Guenther 
J. Homer Kennedy 
Helen G. Rose 

W. 3. Bergfeld 
C. W. Braun 
C. Curtis Kinder 
W. Clayton Krug 
Geo. M. ftyrie 
Edward C. Horat 
John J. Gainer 


Chairman Board of Directors 
President 

Executive Vice President 
•/.ice President 
Vice President 
Asst* Vice President 

ii it 

it it 

Cashier 
Asst* Cashier 


Auditor 
Trust Officer 


Lucille M. Hoekstra Asst. Trust Officer* 

All present voted Aaye" and the above named persons were declared elected to the 
position indicated* 


Respectfully, 





ir*J, Mather pfelf fenberger, Chairman. 


M. R. Milnor, Secretary. 
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January 11, 1946 



ORGANIZATION MEETING OF THE DIRECTORS ELECTED AT 
ANNUAL MEETING HELD January 8, 1946 







The following directors were present r 


Joseph C. Aldous J. A* Ryrie 

C. D. Eastmam La A. Schlafly 

Geo. A. McKinney Samuel Wade 

The newly elected directors, pursuant to notice, met on this date for the 
purpose of organizing in accordance with the by-laws of the bank, and the 
regulations of the Comptroller’s Office. 

On motion by G. Aa McKinney, seconded by C. D. Eastman, Joseph C. Aldous was 
elected Chairman, and L. A. Schlafly, Secretary of the meeting, and in- 
cluded the approval of the minutes of the meeting of the directors held 
January 8, 1946, by unanimous vote. 


The Chairman ammounced the first order of business was the election of 
officers to serve at the pleasure of the Board, and on motion by C. D. 
Eastman, seconded by G. A. McKinney, the following persons were nominated 
for the desigied officesr 

- Chairman Board of Directors 

- President 

- Executive Vice President 

- Vice ^resident 


Joseph C. Aldous 
L. A. Schlafly 

Samuel Wade 
E. W. Joesting 


li I: 


lien 

ergfeld 


Bnma M . Guenther 
Helen G. Rose 
C. W. Braun 
A. H* Cannell 
J, Maurice Bums 
G. G* Morgenroth 




ks ri si 

Tt 
ft 
ft 


Cashier 

t) 

ft 


Trust Offi cer 
Assistant Trust Officer 
Auditor 


There being no further nominations, on roll call, the said persons were 
unanimously elected. 


Respectfully, 



L. A. 



Schlafly, 



/ 1 

Sec<reta ry 
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Third Street looking West-Early Alton 







Home of Alton Marine and Fire Insurance Company- 
State Street. Later used as Lincoln Hotel and now 
the site of Mercantile establishments. 































Citizens National Bank 

1899-1930 




First National Bank and Trust Company- 
in Alton 



















Samuel Wade, President 
Alton National Bank 
1877-1885 
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E. P. Wade, President 
Alton National Bank 
1890-1921 






J. E. Hayner, President 
Alton Savings Bank 
1882-1903 


□ 





O. S. Stowe 11, President 
Alton Savings Bank 
1903-1926 



























□ 





View of Lobby- -Remodeled Bank 







Stockholder's Dinner April 23, 1952 

Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Schlafly 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph C. Aldous 












Stockholder's Dinner April 23, 1952 

Mr. Joseph C. Aldous 
















Receiving Line New Bank Opening 

April 27, 1952 



























































Grand Opening, Auto Teller Building 
February 28, 1958 


























Mayor Wadlow sells Miss Guenther first 
Memorial Day poppy, May 26, 1948. 
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Emma Guenther Maxine Varble 

Aboard Yacht Lafeba 
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Irene Heil-Ella Guenther-Mr s . R. H. Levis 
Aboard Yacht Lafeba 











2 Veteran Employes To 


Retire at First National 






June 20, 1958 

MISS EMMA GUENTHER 

On July 1 and Aug. 1, two long* : 
time officers of First National 
Bank and Trust Co. will retire. | 

They are Miss Emma M. Guert- i 
ther and Charles W. Braun, re- y 
spectively, who, between^ them, i 
liafe rounded out 86 years "ol serv- m 
ice to the banking prol'essidif 

Miss Guenther began her career 
when she took temporary employ- 
ment with the old Citizens Nation- 
al Bank on March 17, 1917. She 
has, in terms of employment and 
as an officer, the distinction of 
having served banking longer than 
any woman in the state. From the 
time she started with the Citizens 
National Bank through its merger 
with the Alton National Bank in 
1930 and at present First National 
Bank, Miss Guenther has served in 
all phases of banking, principally MISS EMMA GUENTHER 
doing secretarial work for the late 
L A. Schlafly, former president of 
the bank. In 1946 she was named 
assistant cashier and in 1953 was 
promoted to assistant vice presi- 
dent, the title she holds today. 

A native of Nebraska, Miss 
Guenther was reared in East St. 

Louis and is a graduate of the East 
St. Louis High School. Prior to en- 
tering banking, she attended Wash- 
ington University and, after be- 
coming affiliated with banking, 
took extensive courses at the Amer- 
ican Institute of Banking in St. 

Louis. 

She was one of the original or- 
ganizers of the East • St. Louis 
Business Women's Club, and is * 
past president of that group. She 
is a former treasurer of the Alton- 
Wood River Zonta Club. Today, 

Miss Guenther is an active mem- 
ber of the Career Women’s Club 
of St. Louis, the National Associa* 
tion of Bank Women, and the 
Greater Alton Association of Com- 




m 


CHARLES W. BRAUN 

Louis area. During World Wars I 


and II Miss Guenther participated 
in numerous war bond drives and 
through the years has personally 



merce. She has also been active in! so]d mil]ions of dollars in bonds . 
work of the American Red Cross; 


and the Young Women’s Christian; 


Extremely popular with patrons 


Association and other phases of the First National, Miss Guen- 


social work within the East Si.j (Continued on Page 2, Col. 6.) 


— 






VeteranEmployes 


(Continued From Page I.) 

ther is an enthusiastic cook and 
[gardener and has a twin Sftster, El- 
la, who retired last year from the 
Mercantile Trust Co. in St. Louis. 
They reside at 7236 South Roland 
Dr., Pasadena Hills, Normandy, 
Mo. 

Charles W Braun is a native of 
Ohio. Braun was reared in Alton 
and is a graduate of . Alton High 
School. He' later attended the old 
Brown’s Business' College. He 
joined the Alton National Bank in 
1913 and was named assistant cash- 
ier at the preset! t First National 
! Bank in 1946, where ^he has been ; 
I associated with the commercial; 
iloan department. He is a brother! 
j to Miss V. Myra Braun, a teller j 
at the bank, with whom he re- 
1 sides at 614 E. Fifts St., and A. C. j 
j Braun of 1204 Douglas St. 

Directors and officers of the j 
(bank will honor the two retiring 
officers Thursday night with a tes- 
timonial dinner at .Loekhaven 
Country Club. Special gufcsts and 
members of the bank staff will at- 
tend. 








Emma and Ella Guenther 
























HONORED AT DINNER 

Two veteran employes of First National Bank 
were guests of honor at dinner at Lockhaven Country 
Club Thursday evening. Miss Emma Guenther and 
C. W. Braun who are retiring are shown with the 
president, R. H. Levis II. — Staff Photo. 


First National 
Honors 2 

j 

j RetiringEmployes 

Directors and officers of First 
National Bank Thursday night at 
Lockhaven Country Club tend- 
ered a testimonial dinner, to Miss 
Emma M. Guenther, assistant 
vice president, and Charles W. 
Braun, assistant cashier, who will 
i retire from the bank as of July 
jl and Aug. 1 respectively. Nine- 
<ty - eight persons, members of 
!the bank staff and special guests 
| including Miss Ella Guenther, 
'sister of the honoree and Miss 
'V. Myra Braun and A. C. Braun, 
sister and brother of Charles W. 
Braun, and Mrs. A. C. Braun 
and their daughters Nancy and 
Sally, were in attendance. 


of the bank, lauded the retirees 
for their loyalty and devotion to 


their positions of responsibility 
in the bank and presented Miss 
Guenther with an engraved sterl- 


ing silver tray. Braun received 
a pair of gold cuff links and 
both were presented with albums, 
outlining their careers with pic-' 
tures taken during their many 
years with the bank. 


Miss Guenther and Braun re- 
ceived numerous telegrams from 
banker friends throughout the 
state. 


| Robert H. Levis IT, president 


November 1, 1958. 


WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE 
ASSOCIATION WITH OUR FIRM OF 


Emma M. Guenther 


FORMERLY ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT 

First National Bank & Trust Company 
Alton, Illinois 

WHO WILL BE PLEASED TO SERVE YOU 

MUNICIPAL BOND CORPORATION 

Incorporated 1932 

Tax-Exempt Municipal & School Bonds 


305-308 Commercial Building Telephone 

Alton, Illinois Alton 5-6601 




FIRST ANNIVERSARY DINNER - 21 CLUB - MERCANTILE TRUST COMPANY 
GOLD ROOM - SHERATON - JEFFERSON HOTEL . . . MARCH 13, 1956 




Second Anniversary Dinner — 21 Club — Mercantile Trust Company — Ballroom, Statler Hotel . . . March 21, 1957 









(Anthony's ^Hospital 

2120 CENTRAL AVENUE 
PHONE 2-2236 

<3Mburi# 

June 27, 1958 


Miss Emma M. Guenther 
First National Bank & Trust Company 
200 West 3rd Street 
Alton, Illinois 


Dear Miss Guenther: 


It is with the greatest regret that we 
see you leave your work at the First National Bank & 
Trust Company. For so many years we had numbered you 
among our friends and had really profited from your 
kindness and efficiency in your work. We never worried 
about our notes and certificates because we knew they 
were in the best of care. Your kind interest in our 
Institution was sincerely appreciated by all of us. 

Even though work fills the greatest part 
of our life's time, it is not the only occupation 
God intended for us. We heard that you are going to 
travel with your dear Sister. God created so many 
wonderful things and you will be happy to have time 
to admire them. But please, do not forget St. Anthony's 
Hospital. 'Whenever you come to Alton, kindly stop and 
pay us a visit. 

As a token of our gratitude we Sisters 
shall remember you in our prayers. May God bless 
you abundantly for all the help you have given us 
for so many years. 


Sincerely yours, 

fa- 
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